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Movie Actor Basil Rathbone will be
on the “Baker’s Broadcast” Sun.

he » e world-famous La Brea tar pits in Los Angeles
000 years ago, “Death Pit” promises to bring greater chills and shud-
ders to listeners than any play yet concocted by the inventive and imagi-
native author, who is now in Hollywood writing the Sunday night dramas
for the Irene Rich show.

A spine-tickling novelty, “Death Pit”’ is especially written for those
hardy radio fans who prefer something different in late broadcasts. Both
Willis O. Cooper, former continuity editor of the NBC central division,
originator of the “Lights Out” idea, and Mr. Oboler, who is carrying on
the tradition, have been amazed at the response of the show's listening
audience. Each week they have thought the absolute peak in horror had
been reached, only to receive letters from murder-loving fans begging
for more thrills and terror.

Consequently, “Death Pit” is decidedly not a program for children,
or for adults who are faint of heart. It is a story of revenge, showing how
two men of prehistoric California met, grappled on the edge of the
ancient tar pits, the greatest death traps in the world. Oboler received
the idea for the fantastic drama from an actual newspaper story report-
ing the discovery of a lone human skeleton among the innumerable bones
of dozens of mammoths and saber-tooth tigers found in the pools of
liquid asphalt. His mind, attuned to horriferous situations after months
of writing shudder pieces, immediately seized upon the situation and at-
tempted to reconstruct what might have been the actual story of the pre-
historic Californian’s death. He will emphasize the fact that the bones of
only one human being were discovered. More than that might be unfair
to the strange, yet real, story.

Oboler, a Chicago-born playwright, is an erratic writer, writing
where and when an idea or inspiration comes to him. Before writing for
radio, he wrote and sold more than 200 short stories to magazines. Of
these, some 150 were based on horror and ghost themes. Married early
this year to Eleanor Helfand, University of Chicago co-ed, Arch and his
bride went on a honeymoon of haunted houses in New England.

“Death Pit”" will be cast only a few hours before it goes on the air.
After each part has been carefully assigned to a
competent NBC actor, Director Howard Kee-
gan will rehearse the play itself with the aid of
practically all the sound-effects equipment in
the NBC central division.

Passers-by in the halls are frequently
startled Wednesday nights by shrieks of terror,
moans of anguish, crashing sounds, thunder, or
the like. One uninitiated in the varied ways of
radiodom might think that a murder was being
committed in the studio. Over and over Keegan
rehearses the actors until they are letter, snarl, scream and groan perfect
Weak, worn and with throats as raw as those of football fans after a big
game, the case goes into the actual production on the air. To add to the
effect, listeners are urged to dim their lights and not hold hands. Br-r-r-r!

“Lights Out”" first went on the air in 1934, was discontinued for a
few weeks in 1935, but had to be brought back because of the clamor
set up by its hardy, ghost-story-loving audience. And, again, during the
past summer, when it was cancelled, listeners proved loyal as ever—
deluged officials with scores of petitions and hundreds of letters vehem-
ently demanding the resurrection of the horror-drama program for the
second time in its three-year history.

For your station, please turn to program page for Wednesday, 12:30 a.m.
EST, 11:30 p.m. CST, 10:30 MST, 9:30 PST.
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A NIGHT WITH A VAMPIRE

[RADIO-SERIES]

A BBC production… “David Tennant reads five disturbing Victorian Vampire stories.”

BBC: “Last year in the first series we concentrated on Victorian Vampire output but in these five tales we enter the 20tth Century and introduce stories with a little twist from the UK and the USA.”

ORIGINATION: Radio 4, London (BBC).

[NOTE: “A Pacificus production for BBC Radio 4.”]

DURATION: November 22-26, 2010 (first series), November 28-
PERSONNEL: Clive Brill (producer). David Tennant (reader).

A NIGHT WITH A VAMPIRE (RADIO 4, LONDON)

[Monday-Friday—10:45-11:00 PM]

November 22, 2010
[1] “Dead Persons in Hungary”

[BBC RADIO: “…David Tennant reads Antoine Calmet’s eye witness accounts of real vampires… Antoine Augustin Calmet published an apparently serious anthropological history of the Vampire throughout Europe in the early 19 century called ‘The Phantom World.’ All the people he spoke to were adamant about what they had witnessed. His account therefore appears all the more disturbing and became the basis for the flights of Vampiric fancy that took off in the Victorian age…”
November 23, 2010
[2] “The Family of the Vourdolak”

[BBC RADIO: “…Leo Tolstoy’s lesser known brother [Alexis] has written this compelling story about a patriarch who sets off on a mysterious mission but fears he may come back a Vampire. If he should return to their village after 10 days—he begs his family to deny him access and plunge a stake through his heart…”]

November 24, 2010
[3] “The Horla”
[BBC RADIO: “…After an unusual Brazilian ship enters the harbour—our hero suddenly begins to feel unwell, and starts to have feverish and disturbing visions. Only too late does he discovers the demonic nature of the South American ship’s cargo…”]

November 25, 2010
[4] “Luella Miller”
[BBC RADIO: “…Luella Miller seems incapable of surviving on her own—so she calls on friends, relatives and lovers to help her. And they all die—one by one—until there is no one left to lift a finger to assist this most demanding of women. An unusual tale—set in small town America… Written by Mary E. Wilkins Freeman…”]

November 26, 2010
[5] “Clarimonde”

[BBC RADIO: “…As a young man approaches his first moments as a priest his eyes glance to heaven—and sees leaning over the sanctuary railing—a young woman of extraordinary beauty. And so begins a sensational struggle for his soul… Written by Theophile Gautier…”]

BOOK AT BEDTIME—“A NIGHT WITH A VAMPIRE 2” (RADIO 4, LONDON—BBC)

[Monday—10:45-11:00 PM]

November 28, 2011
“The Lady of the House of Love”

[BBC RADIO 4: “…This wonderful retake on the Sleeping Beauty story first appeared in [Angela] Carter’s 1979 volume ‘The Bloody Chamber.’ A virginal English soldier, travelling through Romania by bicycle, finds himself in a deserted village. He comes across a mansion inhabited by a vampiress who survives by enticing young men into her bedroom and feeding on them. She intends to feed on the young soldier but his purity and virginity have a curious effect on her…”]
[OG-NOTE: Carter based the story on her 1976 BBC Radio 3 play, “Vampirella.”]
[Tuesday—10:45-11:00 PM]
November 29, 2011
“The Girl with the Hungry Eyes”

[BBC RADIO 4: “…written by Fritz Lieber… This 1949 story has exerted its grip on many an imagination and has been filmed several times. It concentrates on the magnetic power of the Vampire and—in this case—the utterly captivating and inescapable lure of a Vampiress-cum-glamour model…”]
[Wednesday—10:45-11:00 PM]
November 30, 2011
“Bewitched”
[BBC RADIO 4: “…written by Edith Wharton… A tale of Vampire possession written in 1925. Saul Rutledge had a girlfriend before he married his current wife. Unfortunately, he still slips at night to see her. Even though she died several years ago…”] 
[Thursday—10:45-11:00 PM]
December 1, 2011
“Drink My Blood”

[BBC RADIO 4: “…Written in 1951 this is an unusually dark comic twist on the Vampire tale about a young pasty-faced school kid, Jules, whose only ambition in life is to become a Vampire. But will his dreams come true? From Richard Matheson, author of ‘I am Legend’…”
[Friday—10:45-11:00 PM]

December 2, 2011
“A Lot of Mince Pies”

[BBC RADIO 4: “…[Robert] Swindells is a British author known mainly for his children’s books and indeed, this tale first appeared in a collection of haunted tales for the young adult. But it has a macabre and chilling undertone—set at Xmas and focussing on a group of carolers who visit the same cottage every year—and receive a special treat in return…”]
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 David Tennant 
NIGHTMARE (3AW, MELBOURNE)
[Thursday—8:45-9:00 PM]

August 8, 1953



(referenced in Melbourne Age)

NIGHTMARE

April 21, 1954

“The Sky Hook”

[JANESVILLE DAILY GAZETTE: “…Looking for sky hooks is a gag from way back, but being involved with ‘The Sky Hook’ is unlike any joke. Peter Lorre tells this story tonight…”]
THE NUTCRACKER SUITE
[GRAND-GUIGNOL PLAY]

THE RADIO THEATRE GUILD (CRC, 

[Monday—

July 16, 1934

“The Nutcracker Suite”

[WINNIPEG FREE PRESS: “…On Monday night, the CRC’s Radio Theatre Guild offered the Cameron Matthews Players in a tingling melodrama that sent cold shivers up and down our spine. Instantly we forgot the sweltering outdoors as we heard unfolded an eerie—pardon the superfluity of ‘e’s,’ but really, this thing was that weird—an eerie tale of a madman. The Cameron Matthews players did it exceptionally well. It was called ‘The Nutcracker Suite,’ the story opening as a lady and her male friend are enjoying the former’s piano rendition of Tschaikowsky’s composition, their favorite piece of music. The lady’s husband returns home unexpectedly and her lover exits through the back door. The husband senses the affair, exacts an admission from the maidservant and plans a madman’s revenge. On the whole the performance reminded us of Bill Cooper and his NBC thriller, ‘Lights Out.’”
APPOINTMENT WITH FEAR (LIGHT PROGRAMME—BBC)

[Tuesday—9:30-10:00 PM]

March 26, 1946

“The Nutcracker Suite”




SCRIPT: J. Leslie Dodd.

